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June ACC Meeting

Excerpted from Anglican communion Website.

In June 2005, the Anglican Consultative Council will
meet to hear statements from the Episcopal Church
(USA)YECUSA) and the Anglican Church of Canada
as invited by Communiqué from The Anglican Com-
munion Primates’ Meeting of February 2005. This
preceded the March 15™ Covenant Statement of the
House of Bishops (ECUSA) in which The Windsor
Report was addressed and an apology was offered:

“We express our own deep regret for the pain that oth-
ers have experienced with respect to our actions at the
General Convention of 2003 and we offer our sincer-
est apology and repentance for having breached our
bonds of affection by any failure to consult adequately
with our Anglican partners before taking those ac-
tions.”

The Covenant Statement was welcomed by The
Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Rowan Williams:

"I welcome this constructive response from ECUSA's
House of Bishops. They have clearly sought to re-
spond positively to the requests made of them in the
Windsor Report and in the Communiqué issued after
the recent Primates Meeting. It is clear that there has
been a real willingness to engage with the challenges
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The relevant requests from the Primates’ Commu-
niqué:

“14. Within the ambit of the issues discussed in the
Windsor Report and in order to recognise the integrity
of all parties, we request that the Episcopal Church
(USA) and the Anglican Church of Canada voluntarily
withdraw their members from the Anglican Consulta-
tive Council! for the period leading up to the next Lam-
beth Conference. During that same period we request
that both churches respond through their relevant con-
stitutional bodies to the questions specifically ad-
dressed to them in the Windsor Report as they con-
sider their place within the Anglican Communion. (cf.

paragraph 8)

16. Notwithstanding the request of paragraph 14 of
this communiqué, we encourage the Anglican Consul-
tative Council to organise a hearing at its meeting in
Nottingham, England, in June 2005 at which represen-
tatives of the Episcopal Church (USA) and the Angli-
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can Church of Canada, invited for that specific pur-
pose, may have an opportunity to set out the thinking
behind the recent actions of their Provinces, in accor-
dance with paragraph 141 of the Windsor Report.”

The Anglican Consultative Council was formed fol-
lowing a resolution of the 1968 Lambeth Conference
which discerned the need for more frequent and more
representative contact among the Churches than was
possible through a once-a-decade conference of bish-
ops. The role of the Anglican Consultative Council
(ACC) is to facilitate the co-operative work of the
churches of the Anglican Communion, exchange in-
formation between the Provinces and churches, and
help to co-ordinate common action. It advises on the
organisation and structures of the Communion, and
seeks to develop common policies with respect to the
world mission of the Church, including ecumenical
matters. The ACC membership includes from one to
three persons from each province. Where there are
three members, there is a bishop, a priest and a lay
person. Where fewer members are appointed, prefer-
ence is given to lay membership. The ACC is one of
the four Instruments of Unity that serve the world
wide family of Anglican/Episcopal churches. They
are:

The Archbishop of Canterbury in his international
role as primus inter pares, the senior bishop in the An-
glican Communion.

The Lambeth Conference (which meets every 10
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years, for the bishops of the Anglican Communion. It
held its first meeting in 1867).

The Primates Meetings (which are regular meetings
for the senior archbishops and bishops of the 38 Prov-
inces, who first met in 1979).

The Anglican Consultative Council (which meets
every 3 years or so, and includes bishops, clergy and
laity, as members appointed by the 38 provinces of the
Communion. It first met in 1971).

The Prez Sez:

What in the world is Via Media and what is it for?
Via Media is a group of Episcopalians who are re-
maining part of the Episcopal Church. It came into
being after people in some dioceses became alarmed
at the schismatic actions of their diocesan leadership
following the National Convention of 2003. Ten dio-
ceses, out of 100, have formally associated into a
group called the Anglican Communion Network
through ratification by their respective governing bod-
ies. The ACN is the shorthand name for The Network
of Anglican Communion Dioceses and Parishes.
These include Albany, Central Florida, Fort Worth,
Pittsburgh, Quincy, Rio Grande, San Joaquin, Spring-
field, South Carolina and Dallas. The actions of the
ACN have been very intent on fracturing and polariz-
ing the Church. Via Media seeks to maintain the unity
of the Episcopal Church in the USA and to preserve
our communion with the world-wide Anglican Com-
munion. It's as simple as that.

The underlying concept of Via Media is to continue
our unity of worship in spite of our differences of
opinions and to remain in communion and listening to
each other out of respect for each other with the un-
derstanding that we are all following Christ. The Fort
Worth Via Media group finds that there are like-
minded people in other dioceses where the Anglican
Communion Network has formed. Some of these
other organizations are called other names, such as
Remain Episcopal. We have become affiliated into an
organization called Via Media USA. Our work is to
promote truth and understanding to overcome the divi-
siveness that is being espoused by those who wish to
break-up the Church.

Since the release of the Windsor Report last fall, sev-
eral important actions have been taken within the
Episcopal Church to demonstrate our desire to remain
in the Anglican Communion. First, the House of
Bishops has met and they have extended their regret to
the other Anglican Provinces. They have also estab-,
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lished a covenant which abides with other recommen-
dations of the report. Furthermore, in keeping with
the request by the Primates' Communique issued in
February, the Executive Council of the national
church has voted to not have official representation at
the forthcoming meeting of the Anglican Consultative
Council (ACC). [The representatives will be at the
meeting in an unofficial capacity to be available for
comnment or consultation, if that is requested.] The
Windsor Report does, however, provide a gesture to-
ward reconciliation. The Episcopal Church and the
Canadian Church have each been invited to make a
presentation to the ACC to explain the basis for the
actions that the churches have taken. This may truly
be the first attempt to have a genuine listening proc-
ess. Each of the Lambeth Conferences of 1978, 1988
and 1998 recommended that provinces, dioceses and
parishes hold discussions and respectful listening on
the issue of homosexuality, but nothing of conse-
quence in this regard has really taken place. Hope-
fully, there will be an open, honest discussion of this
issue. Pray for the ACC meeting that all will be
guided by the Holy Spirit. Our hope is that the Angli-
can Communion as a whole will embrace the concept
of Via Media and that we will all walk together even
though there are matters that we don't agree upon.
This is already the case in the instance of the ordina-
tion of women.
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Finally, I should mention that the Anglican Commun-
ion Network has recently issued loyalty documents
called "Windsor Action Covenants" and they are seek-
ing clergy and laity to sign these. Please think first
before signing this document. Wrapped up amongst
statements for increased spiritual commitment, which
are admirable, are statements that are very divisive
and polarizing. These are intended to lead to separa-
tion of individuals and parishes. These documents
also give the connotation that the Anglican Commun-
ion Network is solidly behind all aspects of the Win-




